REGISTER OF 

CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Date of entry in Register: 

02 June 2004 

Name of applicant/court: 

Comptroller of Customs 

Applicant to the Labelling Body: 

Not Applicable 

Title of Publication: 

Bumfights 2 Bumlife 

Other Known Title(s): 

Not Stated 

Director(s): 

Not Stated 

Producer(s): 

Shiz And Yup 1 

Publisher: 

Not Applicable 

Author(s): 

Not Applicable 

Format: 

DVD 

Country of Origin: 

Not Stated 

Language (s): 

English 


Running Time: 
Running Time: 

Total Running T ime: 

Excision/Alteration: No Excisions Recommended. 

Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 


Components of fi lm originally examined: 

Menu: Play 

Chapters 

Feature: Bumfights 2 Bumlife 

Other Timed 

Components: Introduction To Menu 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display Conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The DVD entitled Bumfights 2 Bumlife is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

Bumfights 2 Bumlife is classified as objectionable due to the manner in which it 
presents degrading, violent, and criminal behaviour and activity. The publication is 
presented in the style of a pop video and tends to glamorise and trivialise true life 
violence and criminal activity purely as a means of entertainment. In doing so it also 
exploits a number of homeless people living in the USA by presenting them as 
spectacles for the purpose of entertainment. Depictions of street fighting, assaults, 
burglary and drug taking are shown in montage style video arrangements, with little or 
no context. There is also the possibility that glamorising this type of material, may 
encourage others to emulate it in order to achieve notoriety or financial gain. 

A classification of "objectionable" places a limit on the right to the freedom of 
expression as set out in s14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. However, 
given the high extent and degree to which the DVD presents criminal acts, violence 
and degrading behaviour as a means of entertainment, the classification is considered 
to be a reasonable limit prescribed by law that can be demonstrably justified in a free 
and democratic society. 
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